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Ribbon cutting held for new SMR facility

Virginia National Guard senior leaders, as well as military and
civilian employees who had a role in its construction, were on
hand for the opening of a new multi-use training facility Oct. 11,
2019, at the State Military Reservation in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of
Virginia, Brig. Gen. Toni M. Lord, the VNG Air Component
commander, Brig. Gen. James Ring, director of the joint staff,
Lt. Col. Jeffrey E. Getz, commander of the Virginia Air National
Guard’s 203rd Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy Operational
Repair Squadron Engineer, and Lt. Col. Christopher Dunn,
commander of the State Military Reservation, cut the ribbon on
the arched steel panel building, also known as a K-SPAN. It joins
another structure that was completed in 2017 and together they
will serve as a multi-purpose training facility where military units e i
can set up their tactical operations center equipment and conduct v s
battalion, brigade and division-level command post exercises. e 3

“What you see here is just the beginning,” Williams said. \-. e ;
“In time this will be a hub for battalion and brigade level CPXs  vyijrginia National Guard senior leaders cut the ribbon on a
[Command Post Exercises] or Warfighter exercises.”

Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/16/14176/
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429th BSB cooks win regional Connellys; Nationals next National Guard, Virginia
The Danville-based Headquarters Company, 429th Brigade Support Battalion, Air National Guard or the

116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team has won the regional Philip A. Connelly Virginia Defense Force

Food Service competition and will now compete in the national-level competition

in 2020.

For information about joining the
Virginia Army National Guard, the
Virginia Air National Guard or Virginia
Defense Force, visit the appropriate

Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/16/14163/

VNG’s first female Bronze Star recipient shares story at women’s summit
The Virginia National Guard’s most highly decorated female Soldier shared her

combat experiences on stage at the Women’s Achieve Summit Oct. 15, 2019, at link below:
the Greater Richmond Convention Center in Richmond, Virginia.
Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/17/14170/ Va. Army National Guard
http://nationalguard.com/va
Lord named to lead Virginia Air National Guard Va. Air National Guard
Brig. Gen. Toni M. Lord will succeed Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Ryan as the Virginia https://www. 192fw.ang.af mil/join
National Guard Air Component Commander, according to an announcement made Va. Defense Force

Oct. 4, 2019, by Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of Virginia.
Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/05/14157/

http://vdf.virginia.gov/joinvdf/

Join the Virginia Army

Cree to succeed Mahoney as U.S. Property and Fiscal Officer for Virginia National Guard Alumni

Lt. Col. Jeffrey R. Cree will succeed Col. Marie M. Mahoney as the United

State Property and Fiscal Officer for Virginia, according to an announcement Network
made Oct. 10, 2019, by Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams.
Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/11/14200/ https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/vngan/

Visit http://vaguard.dodlive.mil/ for the latest news about the Virginia National Guard
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Warfighter 20-1 tests 29th ID combat readiness

More than 450 National Guard Soldiers assigned to the Fort
Belvoir-based 29th Infantry Division from Virginia and Maryland,
as well as Soldiers from seven other states came together to
participate in a Warfighter exercise Sept. 25-Oct. 11, 2019, at Fort
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania.

These Soldiers, as well as dozens more from the Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania- based 28th Infantry Division, the Fort Campbell,
Kentucky-based 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and Joint
Base Lewis-McChord, Washington-based 1 Corps, participated
in Warfighter 20-1, a culminating exercise designed to test and
formally evaluate the readiness of the division staff to operate as
a forward-deployed command headquarters.

Also included in the training audience was the Arkansas
National Guard’s 142nd Field Artillery Brigade and 77th Combat
Aviation Brigade, the South Carolina National Guard’s 218th
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, the New Mexico National
Guard’s 111th Sustainment Brigade and the Virginia National
Guard’s 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.

“The 29th ID staff prepared for this important training event
over the last 13 months and committed a significant amount of
additional training days,” said Col. Preston Scott the 29th ID
chief of staff. “The preparations paid off as the staff increased its
knowledge and improved its ability to integrate and synchronize
intelligence and fires to enable maneuver in multi-domain
operations.”

The intent of the Warfighter exercise is to validate and
synchronize the decisive, shaping, and sustaining operations from
division down through the brigades and across all warfighting
functions. The exercise focused on training and evaluating the
various division staff elements and warfighting functions on
command and control in a simulated, forward-deployed combat
environment.

The exercise used computer simulations to replicate the
challenges of operating in a combat environment. At each stage,
new challenges were introduced into the scenario to test the
readiness of equipment and personnel.

“Warfighter is the premiere command training event for a
division headquarters. It is the only place where all levels of the
organization, from division down through the various brigades
and battalions, can come together in a simulated conflict and
execute all of their warfighting functions at the same time,” said
Command Sgt. Maj. Alan Ferris, 29th Infantry Division command
sergeant major.

Soldiers from I Corps served as the division’s higher-head-
quarters for the exercise; while the 101st Airborne Division
and 28th operated alongside the 29th in the simulation. The
participation of these units helped to add to the sense of realism
within the simulation, by providing leaders within the division
the opportunity to coordinate and interact with units at various
levels and locations, even across time zones, as they would in a
real-world scenario.

“A warfighter exercise is the pinnacle training event for a

4
Brig. Gen. John Rhodes, the 29th Infantry Division Deputy
Commanding General for Operations, participates in a mock
media interview during the Warfighter exercise Sept. 25-Oct.
11, 2019, at Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania.

division staff. This simulation challenges members to rapidly
assess unfamiliar terrain, geopolitical conditions and a peer
adversary in order to develop detailed plans to defeat our
competition in large scale ground combat operations,” said Scott.

The entire exercise was overseen by observer coach/trainers
and senior mentors from the Mission Command Training Support
Program from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Each member of this
team has been certified through a rigorous training program and
are subject matter experts on doctrine and their specific war
fighting function. They played a critical role by mentoring and
providing feedback to all staff members from the initial planning
phase to the after-action review.

Read more: https://vaguard.dodlive.mil/2019/10/16/14193/

MORE ON THE WEB

Second generation Dumas makes VaANG a family tradition
https.//go.usa.govixVSXm

Photos: R&R selects 2019 top recruiters
https:/twwwlickr.com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157711335123701

Photos: Airmen, families enjoy 192nd Wing Family Day
https:/tmwwilickr:com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157711237518388

Photos: Red Dragons welcome new commander
https.:/fwwwlickr.com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157711340817197

Photos: Class 52 ChalleNGe candidates sworn in as cadets
https:/mwwilickr:com/photos/vaguardpao/albums/72157711350175507
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